CHAP. xxv.J      THE SIEGE OF MALAGA.                 ' 273

gallant defence. Achmet and Ibrahim vied with one
another in bravery ; and the latter made several sallies
on the Christians. In one of these, when he had
driven in the outposts, he came into a field, where a
number of the little donceles or pages were at play ; but
he only patted them gently with his lance, and bade
them run away to their mothers.

" Why not let them taste the point ?" said a fierce
warrior.                                                                   '

" Because I saw no beards/' answered the generous
chief.

Sickness broke out in the villages round,, provisions
became scarce, and a report became current that the
queen had written to'beg that the siege might be raised.
Fernando knew that nothing but her presence would
restore the spirit of the army. He wrote to her, and
she soon arrived with her eldest daughter and a train
of ladies ; and as the Marquis of Cadiz and the Grand
Master of Santiago escorted her into the camp, the
troops were filled with joy and courage by her brave
and gracious countenance. Fernando again offered
favourable terms, adding that if these were not now
accepted he would make everyone within a slave; but
his proposals were again rejected, and the gallant
Africans made sallies up to his very tents, in one of
which the Marquis of Cadiz had nearly been made
prisoner. The Granadines would fain have succoured
them, but were prevented by Boabdil, who sent on his
side servile messages of submission to the sovereigns,
and presents of Arab steeds and rich raiment.

Isabel regarded the war as holy, and regulated her
camp so as to prevent as much, as possible all vice,
licence, and profanity. She established hospitals for